
LABS 5301  Issues in Border Studies

Fall 2020

M 6:00-8:50 PM


In Blackboard
Instructor: Josiah (Joe) Heyman

Email: jmheyman@utep.edu

Phone: 747-316-1527
Office Hours: by appointment (please email at least one work day in advance)

Instructor Availability:  I am happy to make appointments to meet with you.  The best way to reach me is by email.  Please email at least one work day in advance; I usually do *not* look at my email on weekends.  In any email, please write the subject of your message in the subject line and tell me who you are in the first line of your message.  

Course Requirements:
Weekly Discussion Leader (15%)
The assigned discussion leader will summarize the key topics and illustrative items of evidence from the reading, and provide at least four discussion questions for the seminar.  Assignments will be distributed by week two (Professor will lead discussion week two).
Weekly Reading Papers (75%)

Each week, in advance of the class, you will write a paper that covers all the assigned readings.  For each book chapter (in complex cases, look at the syllabus for how I cluster book sections) you will do two things: (1) state in your own words (at least) three key ideas and why they are interesting or informative; and (2) discuss in depth at least one key example or item of information, and why it is interesting or informative. Be sure to include all prefaces, introductions, and conclusions unless otherwise indicated. You are then to close the paper with your own reflections on and ideas launched by the readings. Do not neglect this section. The paper should be in your own words and should use few or no quotes directly from the readings.  This paper should be approximately 8-10 pages long, but may be longer.  It will be graded on your understanding of the key points of the reading based on exactly what you choose to cover and how well you explain and illustrate it.

Papers are due by email at 6 PM the day before the class marked on the syllabus.  Late papers will not be accepted unless you contact me, strongly preferably before class, with a very solid reason; and a pattern of lateness or excuses will be reason for me to fail you in the course.  Citations to readings and page numbers must be complete and plagiarism (see below) will not be tolerated. Any citation system that conveys the complete source to me is appropriate (e.g., Vila p. 57 or Heyman “On U.S.-Mexico Culture” would be acceptable because I know these sources, but if you add a source from outside the course readings, give a complete citation that can be looked up).  I may return student exams or individual answers to be rewritten until I am satisfied that the student merits an A or B. 

Final Paper (10%)
Guidelines will be distributed in class

Attendence and Participation Multiplier
Your grade will be multiplied by a factor between 0 and 1.0 depending on attendance and participation, e.g., if you attend 70% of the time and receive an 80 from papers and the life history presentation, you will receive a 56, or an F, in the course.  Attendance will be collected in every class.  Two absences is excused (not counted in the participation multiplier); more than two absences will reduce your participation multiplier from 1.0 down to 0.  Important: Tardiness or lack of preparation may count as an absence from the class.  Participation is an essential part of the course and an important part of your grade.  You must have completed the readings by the due date listed on the syllabus.  Participation includes being prepared to answer questions from the professor and fellow students, raising points and questions on your own initiative, being prepared to lead discussion on topics as assigned by the instructor, and working actively with fellow students.  By the end of the course, all students who are prepared and interested will get a 1.0 participation multiplier but students who do not participate (who avoid the class, who are not ready when called on, or who participate in a negative way) will be impacted significantly in their grade.  Classroom discussion is in English.

Policies:
Attendance
See above.

Late Work
All assignments must be ready by their due date or your grade will go down.  Please submit assignments on time.  Late assignments may be reduced in grade or not accepted at the discretion of the instructor.  Don't risk it!  There are no make-ups; it is better to turn in assignments in advance than late, if you know you will miss a class.

Plagarism and Cheating
Standard practices of academic integrity are required in the course.  All material submitted must be the student’s own work.  Ideas and expressions cited from the work of others must be credited appropriately.  Avoid plagiarism by giving credit where credit is due, using quotation marks when using words directly from another source, and preferably putting things in your own words.  I prefer your own phrasing, even if it is imperfect, to a beautifully phrased statement that is borrowed from some other source.  The course will follow the University of Texas at El Paso’s policies on academic honesty.  These policies can be found at  http://studentaffairs.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=4386
Students with Special Needs
In Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, if a student needs an accommodation then the Center for Accomodations and Support Services (CASS) located at UTEP needs to be contacted. If you have a condition, which may affect your ability to perform successfully in this course, you are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with the instructor and/or the director of CASS. You may call 915.747.5148 for general information about the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the rights that you have as a UTEP student with a disability. You also can visit the CASS website at http://sa.utep.edu/cass/ or the CASS office in Room 106 East Union Building.
Grades:
A = 90% plus

B= 80-89.9%

C = 70-79.9%

D = 60-69.9%

F= 59.9% and below

Texts (all available in the bookstore except readings distributed electronically). Note: books are in order of use in the course (except a book distributed for free is listed at the end).
Oscar J. Martínez, Ciudad Juárez: Saga of a Legendary Border City, University of Arizona Press, paperback, ISBN 978-0-8165-3722-8
Laura Velasco Ortiz; Óscar F Contreras, Mexican voices of the border region. Temple Univ. Press 2011. 9781592139095
Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands the new mestiza = la frontera. San Francisco, CA: Aunt Lute Books 2012. 9781879960855
	


Pablo Vila, Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: social categories, metaphors, and narrative identities on the U.S.-Mexico frontier, Univ. of Texas Press, 2010. Paperback 9780292787407
Howard Campbell, Drug War Zone: Frontline Dispatches from the Streets of El Paso and Juárez, paperback, Howard Campbell, University of Texas Press, 2009.  9780292721791
Joseph Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper and Beyond: The war on "Illegals" and the Remaking of the U.S.-Mexico Boundary, paperback, New York: Routledge, 2010 (this edition!), ISBN 9780203857731
Jeremy Slack, Deported to Death How Drug Violence Is Changing Migration on the US–Mexico Border
University of California Press, 2019. 9780520297333
María Patricia Fernández-Kelly, For We are Sold I and My People: Women and Industry in Mexico's Frontier, Albany: University of the State of New York, 1983. Paperback 9780873957182

Hastings Donnan; Thomas M Wilson, Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State, Berg (maybe now Bloomsbury), 2001. Paperback 9781859732465

Nick Megoran, Nationalism in Central Asia: a Biography of the Uzbekistan-Kyrgyzstan Boundary, University of Pittsburgh Press, [2017] Paperback 9780822964421
Ieva Jusionyte, Savage frontier: making news, making security on the Argentine border, University of California Press, 2015. 9780520286474

Rebecca B Galemba, Contraband Corridor: Making a Living at the Mexico--Guatemala Border, Stanford University Press, 2018., paperback, 978-1503603981

Carlos Vélez-Ibáñez and Josiah Heyman, eds., The U.S.-Mexico Transborder Region: Cultural Dynamics and Historical Interactions, University of Arizona Press, 2017. Electronic version distributed (free) by professor.
COURSE SCHEDULE
Aug. 24
Course overview.  No assignment.
Aug. 30 6 PM paper due by email
Aug. 31 Oscar Martínez, Ciudad Juárez: Saga of a Legendary City; Oscar Martínez Border People pp. 5-56 (distributed electronically). 
Sept. 7
Labor Day. No assignment.
Sept. 13, 6 PM paper due by email

Sept. 14: Ortiz and Contreras, Mexican Voices of the Border Region.
Sept. 20, 6 PM paper due by email

Sept. 21 Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands: the new mestiza = la frontera; Oscar Martínez Border People pp. 59-138 (focus on main types; skim life histories) (distributed electronically).

Sept. 27, 6 PM paper due by email

Sept. 28 Pablo Vila, Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders.
Oct. 4, 6 PM paper due by email
Oct. 5, Vélez-Ibáñez and Heyman, distributed electronically; read the following chapters: Vélez-Ibáñez, “Continuity and Contiguity of the Southwest North American Region”; Heyman “Contributions of U.S.-Mexico Border Studies to Social Science Theory”; Díaz-Barriga and Dorsey; Ochoa O’Leary; Luis F.B Plascencia; Gomberg-Munoz; Kathleen Staudt; Núnez-Mchiri, Riviera, and Marrufo; Horton.

Oct. 11, 6 PM paper due by email

Oct. 12 Howard Campbell, Drug War Zone, broken up into the following clusters: (1) Book Introduction, Studies and Sources, Ethnographic Dimensions, Epilogue and Conclusions; pp. 40-75; pp. 76-105; pp. 106-157; pp. 158-170 (minor section); pp. 179-214; pp. 215-264.
Oct. 18, 6 PM paper due by email
Oct. 19 Joseph Nevins Operation Gatekeeper and Beyond.
Oct. 25, 6 PM paper due by email
Oct. 26 Jeremy Slack, Deported to Death: How Drug Violence Is Changing Migration on the US–Mexico Border.
Nov. 1, 6 PM paper due by email

Nov. 2 María Patricia Fernández-Kelly For We are Sold, I and My People. Prof. Heyman will update this book.
Nov. 8, 6 PM paper due by email

Nov. 9 Hastings Donnan and Thomas M. Wilson Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation, and State
Nov. 15, 6 PM paper due by email
Nov. 16 Nick Megoran Nationalism in Central Asia: A Biography of the Uzbekistan-Kyrgyzstan Border
Nov. 22, 6 PM paper due by email 

Nov. 23 Ieva Jusionyte, Savage frontier: making news, making security on the Argentine border
Nov. 29, 6 PM paper due by email
Nov. 30 Rebecca Berke Galemba Contraband Corridor: Making a Living at the Mexico-Guatemala Border
Dec. 7, 6 PM Final paper due by email.  Specific assignment distributed electronically.  
